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1.2 billion people live on 23
cents a day
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The wealthiest 1 billion
people in the world have an

average income of
approximately $70 a day-

1 billion people live on less
than $1 a day

1-2 billion people live on
less than $2 a day
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The 3 wealthiest people in
the world are American.
Their combined wealth

exceeds the GNP of all of
the world’s least developed
countries (over 600 million

people)
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12% of the world
population uses 85% of its

water
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40% of the world lacks
basic sanitation facilitation
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1 billion people are without
safe drinking water

Americans consume 26
billion liters of BOTTLED

water annually
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every 16 seconds somewhere in
the world someone dies of

hunger
2 out of 3 Americans are
considered overweight
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U.S. GDP is 21.4% of the
world capital
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Americans spend more
annually on trash bags than
nearly half the world does

on
ALL goods.
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Wood consumption a day:
world average-4 lbs.

U.S.-14 lbs.
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80% of the world lives in
substandard housing

New home size in sq. ft.:
Ireland-930

U.K.-815
Japan-1000
U.S.-2349
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2 billion people in the world
have no electricity
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1 billion people in the world
cannot sign their name
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1% of people in the world
own a computer

1% of people in the world
have a college education
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An estimated 22 million
people died from

preventable disease in
2001

10 million were children
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4 out of 5 American adults
are high school graduates

1 out of 4 children
worldwide have to go to

work every instead of
school



19

“The American lifestyle is
not up for negotiation.”
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8% of people in the world
own a car

1/3 of American families
own 3 cars
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Leading oil consumers
in millions of barrels a day:

USA 20
China 5.6
Japan 5.5
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20 million barrels,
if lined up in 1 gallon cans,

they would encircle the
earth at the equator almost

6 times (147,000 miles of
cans)

-Gibson consulting
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US accounts for 25% of
global oil consumption

US has 3% of its reserves
 2001 US imported 54% of its

oil
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Two thirds of the worlds oil
supplies are in the Persian

Gulf
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In 2002, 20% of all oil
imported in the US came

from the Persian Gulf
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U.S. hold 42.8% of weapons
worldwide

In 2002, the U.S. spent
more on defense than the
next 18 biggest spenders

combined
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Three most holy sites in
Islam:

1. Mecca
2. Medina

3. Jerusalem
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“…must have free access to
the region’s [Persian Gulf]

resources.”
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$348 billion
Basic education for all- $6 billion
Water and sanitation for all- $9 billion
Reproductive health for all women-
$12 billion
Basic health and nutrition for all- $13
billion
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Colin Powell:

“The US cannot win the war on

terrorism unless we confront the

social and political roots of

poverty”
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$348 billion
Basic education for all- $6 billion
Water and sanitation for all- $9 billion
Reproductive health for all women-
$12 billion
Basic health and nutrition for all- $13
billion



Buy nothing day (video): 
http://www.adbusters.org/videos/player.php?v=bnd 
 
Buy nothing day: 
http://adbusters.org/metas/eco/bnd/index.php 
  
Census factfinder:  
http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/ACSSAFFFacts?_submenuId=factsheet_1&_sse=on 
  
Poverty facts and stats:   
http://www.globalissues.org/TradeRelated/Facts.asp 
  
Wealth inequality (from 1999):   
http://www.globalpolicy.org/socecon/inequal/gates99.htm 
  
Miniature earth project:  
http://216.70.117.172/me_english.htm 
  
W.MI poverty info from CRI:  
http://www.cridata.org/data/poverty/more.html#more 
 
Annie E. Casey Foundation initiatives and projects:   
http://www.aecf.org/initiatives/ 
 
KIDS COUNT Indicator Brief - Reducing the Child Poverty Rate 
http://www.aecf.org/kidscount/sld/auxiliary/briefs/childpovertyupdated.pdf 
 
Human services/welfare etc: 
http://www.milhs.org/  
 
Grand Rapids community report card: 
http://www.deltastrategy.org/ShowPage.cfm?PageID=3483 
 
Cost of War: 
www.costofwar.com 
 
Book: 
“The End of Poverty" by Jeffrey Sachs 
 


